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Abstract

The objectives of this research were to study (1) social and economic fundamental state of farmers in
Doi Tao District of Chiang Mai Province; (2) their knowledge and practice of producing off seasonal
quality Longan; (3) their opinions on off seasonal quality Longan production; and (4) their problems and
suggestions on off seasonal quality Longan production. The population in this study was 3,443 farmers who
produced off seasonal quality Longan in Doi Tao District of Chiang Mai Province. The sample size was determined
by Taro Yamane formula, 149 samples were selected by using simple random sampling methodology. The
data were collected by interviewing the studied farmers using structured interview form consisting of close-
ended and open-ended questions. The statistical methodology used to analyze the data by computer
programs were frequency, percentage, mean, minimum value, maximum value, and standard deviation. The
findings of this study were as follows: (1) 64.4% of the studied farmers were female. Their average age was
43.32 years. They were educated at primary level. Their average number of household member and
household labor were 3.98 persons and 2.31 persons respectively. 84.6% of them were not any community
leader, however, they were a member of a farmer group and a member of Longan farmers. The average of
their own area used for off seasonal quality Longan production was 4.93 rai. When they faced problems with
Longan production, they would participated in field studies, and they usually got advice and knowledge from
field studies and their community leaders. Their average income and expenditure on off seasonal quality
Longan production were 142,483.22 baht/year and 103,273.65 baht/year respectively. (2) in general, the
studied farmers had knowledge of off seasonal quality Longan production at high level in the issues of plant
preparation and production, the management in order to get quality Longan, harvest and practice after
harvesting. Their practice to produce off seasonal quality Longan in 5 issues were trimming Longan branches,
grading their produce by size (AA,AAB) before packing them in baskets, watering their produce after applying
them Potassium Chlorate, packing their produce in packages which were able to prevent their produce from
bumping, and separating decaying Longan from its sprigs. Their produce would have been grouped in the
same size before being packed in baskets. (3) the studied farmers’ opinions on off seasonal quality Longan
production were at high level in all of 4 aspects, these were economic aspect, technical aspect, physical
aspect, and social aspect. And (4) the studied farmers generally faced problems with economic and technical
aspect at high level. Their suggestions at the highest level were as follows: in physical aspect, they should
have been supplied with sufficient water sources, they should have been trained in soil analysis and fertilizer
should have been used adhering to the soil analysis; in the aspect of natural disasters, they should have
been trained how to produce and use biological substances; in the aspect of marketing and the quality of
their produce, they should have been able to control their production to launch their produce in the period
of high demand, there should have been the continuity and sustainability of the project and its budget,
agricultural extensionists should have advised them continuously; they should have dealt with their

consumers directly and united in planning their off seasonal quality Longan production.

Keywords: Off Seasonal Quality Longan, Doi Tao District, Chiang Mai Province
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